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application shortcut key 33 

and an extensive library of ready-to- use program modules. The 
use of an application development system lets experienced users 
develop a standalone application mote easily than writing a pro- 
gram using a language such as C++ or COBOL. 

application heap In a Macintosh, the base memory, the area 
of memory set aside for user programs. 

application icon In Microsoft Windows 95/98, an onscreen 
graphic representation of a minimized program,The icon 
ears on the taskbar to remind you that the application is still 
ent in memory. Double-click the application icon to switch 
r program. 

Station layer In the Open System Interconnection (OSI) 
! model of computer network architecture, the first or 
^pf seven layers, in which the data is presented to the 
i layer, protocols are needed to ensure that products 
[inerent manufacturers can work together. For exam- 
1 program should use the same protocols for 
eoerving e-mail. When the data is ready to be sent 
It; it is passed down the protocol Stack to the next 
rotation layer. 

encryption In a computer network, the 
e»f encryption by individual applications rather 
ag system or network level. Web browsers 
^encryption at this level. 

See application* 

Qterface (API) 1. A set of standards 
xerograms can call specific operating 
" . 2. In Web servers, the standards or 
j^yperlink to originate a call to a pro- 
™feetver See CGI JSAPI, and 
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388 operand 

operand The argument that is appended to an operator, „. 
as a spreadsheet program's built-in function. For example, in t 
E*cel expression AVERAGE(D10:D24), the cell range DIOi 
D24 is the operand of the AVERAGE function. 

operating environment The total context in which appjjl 
tions function, including the operating system (OS) and the? 
shell. 

operating fyttem (OS) A master control program that 
manages the computer's internal functions, such as aceeptfo 
keyboard input, and that provides a means to control the c 
purer s operations and file system. 

operating voltage The electrical voltage at which a i 
processor operates. Most microprocessors have operating i 
of 5 volts — a mostly arbitrary specification decided upon J 
the transistor was invented — but some chips run at 3.3 ^ 
save electricity (a real concern in portable computers) i 
reduce heat output. 

operator In programnu'ng, a code name or symbol tKJ 
used to describe a command or function, such as multi 
or dividing. 

optical character recognition See OCR- 

optical disk A large-capacity data storage medium"] 
puters on which information is stored at extremely I" 
in the form of tiny pits. The presence or absence ofjfJjj 
by a tightly focused laser beam. CD-ROMs and r" 
drives offer an increasingly economical medium for j 
data and programs. Write-once, read-many (WOF 
enable organizations to create their own huge, 
Erasable optical disk drives offer more storage thanj 
and the CDs are removable. However, they are st^| 
sive and much slower than hard disks. See inU 



optical mouse A mouse that does not rcqufctj 
a mechanical mouse does, but that muse be itf^jjj 
mouse pad. An optica) mouse shines a beam oft 
in the mouse pad, which conveys the mouse* r 5 
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